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THIS BUILDING ROCKS: The results of the fourth annual National Architecture Survey were released yesterday. The quest was to find 'an architectural expression that is unique enough to be termed South 
African.' Top spot went to The Stone House in Mooikloof, Pretoria, which was designed by Cape Town-based architect Johann Slee. • See story on Page 3 

RAISE THE ROOF: Building No 4, Mountain and Sea House, Noordhoek. Architects: Visser Thomas Architects 

DUNE THEIR OWN THING: Building No 6, Beach 
House, Plettenberg Bay. Architects: omm Design 
Workshop CC 

ITTLE BOXES: Building No 10, Ella Street Houses, Bo Kaap, Cape Town. Architects: Team DECKED OUT: Building No 3, New Studio at Kromdraai Valley Farm. Architects: Louis Louw Johan 
Architects Bergenthuin Architects 
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CHINA 
'Milkshake Murderer' 
loses her appeal 
A US woman, sentenced to life in a 
Hong Kong jail for bludgeoning her 
banker husband to death after lacing 
his milkshake with sedatives, has 
lost her appeal against conviction. 

Nancy Kissel, 44, dubbed the 
"Milkshake Murderer", was found 
guilty of killing her husband in 2003, 
after drugging him with a cocktail of 
sedatives in their luxury apartment 
in one of Hong Kong's most 
sensational cases. The crime, which 
unravelled as a heady mix of 
adultery, domestic violence, spying, 
greed and enormous wealth, gripped 
the former British colony. Kissel 
needed the support of four security 
guards to prevent her from falling as 
she was finally escorted from the 
court. Her mother, Jean McGlothlin, 
said outside court that the sentence 
was not justified. — AFP 

NEPAL 
Skydivers on a high after 
jumping past Mt Everest 
THREE skydivers in Nepal entered 
the record books on Sunday, 
plunging from above the height of Mt 
Everest to land at the world's highest 
drop zone. They leapt out at about 
8 940m. 

The daredevil adventurers — from 
Britain, New Zealand and Canada — 
said they had magnificent views as 
they rocketed past the world's 
highest peak. The skydivers faced 
sub-zero temperatures and fast-
changing weather when they jumped 
in front of Everest to touch down in 
the foothills of the mountain. Due to 
the thin air, their parachutes were 
three times the size of regular ones, 
and the jumpers used oxygen tanks 
strapped to their waists. They also 
wore neoprene undersuits and 
thermal gear to keep out the freezing 
temperatures. —AFP 

IRAN 
Pakistan urged to help 
free kidnapped police 
IRAN urged Pakistan to help free a 
group of Iranian policemen believed 
to be held by Iranian Sunni rebels in 
the neighbouring country. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Hassan Qashqavi made the call a day 
after the Islamic Republic's police 
chief said there was evidence that 
some of the hostages had been killed. 

The Sunni rebel group, Jundollah 
(God's Soldiers), which is accused 
of having links with al-Qaeda, 
abducted 16 policemen in June and 
has said it killed at least four of them. 
— Reuters 

UK 
London police force 
faces racism probe 
LONDON mayor Boris Johnson said 
he would launch an inquiry into 
racism within the capital's police 
force as its Black Police Association 
urged minority recruits to boycott 
the service. 

This will add further pressure to 
the Metropolitan Police Service 
following the resignation last week of 
its commissioner, Ian Blair, after 
months of criticism of his leadership 
and high-profile row with Britain's 
highest ranking Muslim officer, 
Assistant Commissioner Tarique 
Ghaffur, who accused him of racial 
discrimination. — AP 
ITALY 
Financial crisis shows 
futility of money 
POPE Benedict XVI said the global 
financial crisis highlights the futility 
of money and ambition. 

Benedict said that "now with the 
collapse of big banks we see that 
money disappears, is nothing and all 
these things that appear real are in 
fact of secondary importance". 

He urges those who build their 
lives "only on things that are visible, 
such as success, career, money" to 
keep that in mind. — AP 

COURT THE EYE: Building No 7, Courtyards on Oxford, Forest Town, Johannesburg. Architects: studioMAS 
Architects and Urban Designers 

SPLASH OUT: Building No 8, Willowbridge Shopping 
Centre, Durbanville. Architects: Vivid Architects 

LOFTY ASPECT: Building No 9, The Loft House, Lynwood 
Manor. Architects: Strey Architects 

BAY WATCH: Building No 5, House Langham, Cape Infanta. Architects: Michele Sandilands Architects 

BIRD'S EYE VIEW: Building No 2, Weaver's Nest, Oranjezicht. Architect: Sonja Petrus Spamer Architects 

SWEDEN 
Three Europeans win 
Nobel prize for medicine 
ONE German and two French 
scientists won the 2008 Nobel prize 
for medicine or physiology for their 
discoveries of two viruses that cause 
severe human diseases, the institute 
said yesterday. 

The prize of 10 million Swedish 
crowns (R12-million) recognised 
Harald zur Hausen of Germany for 
his work into the cause of cervical 
cancer, and Francoise Barre-Sinoussi 
and Luc Montagnier of France for 
their discovery of the virus that 
causes HTV-Aids, Sweden's 
Karolinska Institute said. — Reuters 

MAURITANIA 
Police gas and beat 
anti-junta protestors 
MAURITANIAN security forces beat 
and fired tear gas at opponents of the 
ruling military junta on Sunday 
when the crowd defied a government 
ban on street demonstrations. 

Scores of supporters of ousted 
president Sidi Mohamed Ould Cheikh 
Abdallahi, who has been under house 
arrest since military chiefs kicked 
him out in August, gathered near 
Nouakchott's main hospital and tried 
to block roads using cars 
emblazoned with his portrait. 
Paramilitary gendarmes fired tear 
gas at them and beat some of them 
with batons and also broke up 
several smaller groups of 10 to 20 
protesters. The junta has promised 
to hold a free and transparent 
presidential election but has refused 
to release Abdallahi. Prime minister 
Moulaye Ould Laghdaff has outlawed 
all public demonstrations ahead of a 
series of planned "national days of 
consultation", designed to pave the 
way for elections. — AFP 

EGYPT 
15 from Muslim 
Brotherhood detained 
EGYPTIAN security forces detained 
at least 15 members of the opposition 
Muslim Brotherhood in dawn raids 
on their homes in the Mediterranean 
city of Alexandria, security sources 
said. 

The Brotherhood said on its 
website that those held include 
Talaat Fahmy, who runs a private 
school in Alexandria that was closed 
by the state over accusations that it 
was teaching Brotherhood ideas to 
its pupils. Security sources said 
authorities arrested the Brotherhood 
members over suspicions that they 
were planning a protest to demand 
the school be allowed to open. — 
Reuters 

TAIWAN 
Millions in counterfeit 
Chinese yuan found 
TAIWAN authorities arrested six 
people suspected of counterfeiting 
100 million Chinese yuan 
(R126.9-million) as they tried to 
smuggle the stash to China, 
officials said. 

Soldiers and police tracked the 
suspects, ages 32 to 67, for nearly five 
months before pouncing as they tried 
to set off on a fishing boat for China, 
the National PoUce Agency said. — 
Reuters 
ISRAEL 
Palestinians sue state 
over settler outpost 
PALESTINIANS are demanding 
$427 000 (R3.7-million) in 
compensation from Israel over its 
failure to remove Jewish settlers 
from a West Bank outpost built 
without Israeli government 
authorisation, a human rights group 
said. 

The landowners said the presence 
of 40 settler families at the Migron 
outpost in the occupied West Bank 
denied them access to their 
agricultural land. According to the 
lawsuit, Israeli soldiers protect about 
60 caravan homes at Migron. — 
Reuters 
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